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Here at County Financial, we always strive to 
highlight that what matters is what your money 
can do for you, not simply what it is worth.

We spend a lot of time supporting people as they 
try to make sense of money and discuss how it can 
support their dreams and aspirations. Part of this 
role is to encourage people to continue to dream, 
even as they enter into and progress through 
retirement. We describe retirement as the start of 
something, rather than the end of something.

With this in mind, we would just like to share an 
example of a couple who were able to achieve one 
of their dreams, even when affected by adverse 
circumstances. These clients have been with County 
for many years, but we have changed their names to 
Chris and Joyce.

Chris and Joyce are in their early 70s, have no 
children and they both have good incomes 
from final salary pensions, as well as defined 
contributory pensions and investment assets. They 
are financial planning clients and sadly, three years 
ago, they approached us and confirmed that Joyce 
had cancer and was going to spend a lot of time 

having regular treatment in hospital. This involved 
taking part in some pioneering cancer trials to 
provide the best opportunity for a good prognosis. 
I left them with a question to ponder which was: “If 
you had more time or money, what would you do?”

Twelve months later, they came to our review 
meeting with some details of a house they had seen 
in Wales. It had always been their dream to own a 
place in Wales, but this plan had been put to one 
side due to Joyce’s frequent trips to hospital which 
meant that they had to retain their residential 
property as a base and they wanted to retain their 
existing sense of community/support in the area 
they were living.

They wanted to know whether it would be viable to 
purchase the beautiful 17th Century, Grade II listed 
cottage, with a babbling brook at the bottom of the 
garden, whilst retaining their residential property.

The Truth planning software helped us to devise 
a plan to enable them to purchase the Welsh 
property, using their existing assets extremely tax 
efficiently and without prejudicing their plans 
to have enough money for the rest of their lives. 
This included using their tax free cash from 
their pensions as well as encashing some other 
investments, including bonds, without triggering 
additional tax.

They were thrilled that sufficient capital could be 
raised to enable the purchase of the property, which 
included a budget for renovations.

They secured the purchase of the property in Wales 
and two years later, at their recent review meeting 
this Easter, Chris and Joyce confirmed the property 
has nearly been completed. More importantly, 
they also confirmed that it has given them a new 
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lease of life. For Joyce, when her cancer treatment 
had got difficult, the thought of focusing on the 
development of the property in Wales provided a 
welcome distraction, as it was for Chris too, whilst 
he provided invaluable support.

Joyce is still receiving treatment and she isn’t out 
of the woods yet, but their beautiful cottage in 
Wales has given them both a new focus in their 

retirement. It is clients like this that inspire County 
Financial to keep doing the work that we do. Our 
aim is always to help our clients achieve their goals 
and ambitions and it is our pleasure to share this 
example of how we were able to support our clients 
in turning their dream into reality. We hope that 
this may inspire you to consider the question: “If 
you had more time or money, what would you do?”.

If you would like to discuss your financial planning arrangements to make sure you are maximising the 
opportunities available to you, please do not hesitate to contact us.


