
M A K I N G  S E N S E  O F  M O N E Y

3 Gregories Court
Gregories Road
Beaconsfield
Bucks  HP9 1HQ

T: 01494 675127
F: 01494 675117
E: info@county.org.uk
W: www.county.org.uk

COUNTY FINANCIAL

Welcome to 2019, the Year of the Pig, according 
to the Chinese.
2018 was dominated by the “B-word” and 2019 
seems to be heading in the same way, if the first 
few weeks of January are anything to go by. Our 
politicians are really struggling to find a way to put 
our UK “house” in order, as it were, so perhaps this is 
a good time for you to try and do the same at home, 
especially when it comes to financial matters.

Therefore, can we suggest having a look at a few 
simple tips we have provided below, which should 
help ensure that everything is in order.

1. Your Will

There are three things to consider here:
1. Have you done one? It still concerns us that so 

many people are dying Intestate, simply assuming 
that the State will manage their finances on death. 
Even if you have done your own Will, do be 
bold enough to challenge family members about 
whether they have done theirs. We read about so 
many cases when dying without a Will has caused 
untold issues.

2. Is it up to date? Having a Will is a good step, 
but when was the last time you checked it? Key 
personal changes to your circumstances may 
mean that your Will is now not fit for purpose. 

Do take a moment to check that your Will reflects 
your current wishes.

3. Where is it? We will assume it is somewhere safe, 
but do remember it has to be able to be located 
on your death. It may be wise to talk to your 
Executor to give them a “heads up” as to where 
your Will is located.

2. Your Assets
It was all very easy in the “old days”. You invested in a 
savings account, got a book from the building society 
and put this in the top drawer. When it was needed, 
everybody knew where it was. Things have changed, 
of course, with so much being transacted online and a 
lot of documentation being sent by email. This can be 
a good thing, but will also cause issues.

If you haven’t done so already, it is worth considering 
setting up a brief log listing all of your assets, 
including the provider, the policy number and whose 
name it is set up under. It will help your Executors 
enormously when managing your Estate.

3. Talk to those close to you
Once your house is in order, make sure you inform 
everybody who needs to know about it. This achieves 
two things. Firstly, it makes sure that on your death, 
people can find all the necessary documentation. 
This will be a difficult enough time for them without 
you offering a game of hide and seek. Secondly, it 
may also remind them to do the same, which can 
only be a good thing.

By taking a moment as a new year commences to put 
your affairs in a little more order, you will be happy 
in the knowledge that you are doing a good job at 
sorting out your “house” and let’s hope that those in 
Westminster will be doing the same!

In the meantime, can we take this opportunity to 
wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year.
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