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As we head toward the end of the Tax Year, attention 
normally turns anxiously to the March Budget 
announcement from the Chancellor. Traditionally, 
the Budget is held in Spring and we would all wait 
with baited breath for any major announcements.
However, Philip Hammond decided last Spring that the 
Autumn was the best time for key announcements and 
so, on Tuesday March 13th, all we will get is a Spring 
‘Statement’. We expect this to be more of a ‘State of the 
Nation’ announcement and we will be bold and suggest 
that the word ‘Brexit’ may be used more than once.

However, this then got us thinking. This does tend to 
be a time of the year when people reflect a little. Spring 
is upon us, nature is awakening and preparing for the 
annual spectacle of colour. As evenings get lighter and 
the weather gets warmer, we find ourselves stretching out 
a little in every sense and considering our longer term 
plans. So perhaps now is also a good time to do your own 
‘State of the Nation’ planning. 

We often talk about the added benefit that can be 
provided by wise lifestyle choices, and whilst we 
predominantly deal with your Financial Matters, we 
also like to discuss both the freedom and life fulfilment 
that good planning can offer you. One of our regular 
mantra’s is ‘money doesn’t have any value without having 
a purpose’. We love having discussions with clients about 

how their money can be used effectively and kept within 
the right context of their lives. 

March also tends to be the time when we encourage people 
to consider any allowances that may support their position. 
For example, the £20,000 ISA allowance is an excellent tax 
efficient savings vehicle that should be utilised if possible. 
However, one allowance that tends to be overlooked is Gift 
Aid. Donations made using Gift Aid can be used to offset 
any tax you may have to pay. This is a perfect opportunity 
to consider how you can make a difference to others less 
fortunate than you, whilst obtaining extra support from 
the Government, when you do so. 

Spring is also a time when we will be stretching our own 
legs, both literally and metaphorically. Firstly, please look 
out for a new initiative from County Financial called 
‘Wealth and Health’. We are teaming up with a specialist 
from an organisation who helps people make healthier 
lifestyle choices and we have asked them to write some 
regular articles which we hope will be of interest to you.

Secondly, Andy, Simon and Jonny from the County team 
will literally be stretching their legs. On the 3rd March 
2018, they will be putting themselves through 3½ hours 
of mud and grime, by completing the ‘Winter Nuts 
Challenge’ which is one of the toughest obstacle courses 
in the UK! They are looking to raise enough funds 
to build a borehole in Uganda which would prevent 
women and girls having to walk 2-3 kilometres each day 
to collect water and make a massive difference to 250 
people’s lives. It would be wonderful if you felt able to 
support them, if this is of interest please take a look at 
this link on our website. 

Therefore, as our Chancellor, Mr. Hammond, considers 
the comments he will make in March about the State 
of the Nation, why not take a moment to ask yourself 
the same question about the State of your ‘Nation’. 
As Napoleon once said, ‘Riches do not consist in the 
possession of treasures, but in the use made of them’.
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What about your own ‘State of the Nation’?
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